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Princes can do much to ameliorate the condition of these classes
ind can remove untouchability by association with them in a reli-
fious spirit. Let them found schools and sink wells for the suppres-
ed and find a throne in their hearts.

WHY I HAVE CRITICIZED

I have not criticized the States for the sake of criticism. I
enow the Gandhi family has been connected with them for three
generations. I have myself been witness to
States, I remember that the relations of my father
tfith their respective States were perfectly cordial. Xs I believe
:hat I am not devoid of the sense of discrimination I am anxious
to see only the good points of the States. As I have already said
[ do not desire their destruction. I believe that the States can do
much good to the people. And if I have embarked upon criticism
Lt is in the interest of the Princes as well as of their subjects. My
religion is based on truth and non-violence. Truth is my God,
Non-violence is the means of realizing Him. In passing criticisms
I have endeavoured to state the truth and have been actuated
purely by the spirit of non-violence or love. I pray that the Prin-
ces and Chiefs may understand and accept my remarks in the
same spirit.

"RAMARAJYA"

My ideal of Indian States is that of Ramarajya. Rama taking
his cue from a washerman's remark and in order to satisfy his
subjects abandoned Sita who was dear to him as life itself and
Was a very incarnation of Purity1. Rama did justice even to a dog.
By abandoning his kingdom and living in the forest for the
sake of truth Rama gave to all the kings of the world an object-
lesson in noble conduct. By his strict monogamy he showed that
a life of perfect self-restraint could be led by a royal householder.
He lent splendour to his throne by his popular administration and
proved that Ramarajya was the acme of swaraj. Rama did not
need the very imperfect modern instrument of ascertaining public
opinion by counting votes. He had captivated the hearts of the
people. He knew public opinion by intuition as it were. The

of Rama  were supremely happy.

Such Rajnarajya is possible even today.   The race of Rama is
^ extinct.   In modern times the first Caliphs may be said to
Ramarajya.  Abubaker and Hazrat Umar collected

tce^has "pity**.